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Amongst the Nairs there are several subdivisions, with
their distinguishing titles and characteristics, and their
respective gradations of caste pre-eminence.

The four castes of goldsmiths, brassworkers, blacksmiths,
and carpenters, form the lowest subdivision of the Siidras.

The iNair customs "with respect to marriage are of a most
singular and licentious character. In early youth the girl
goes through the ceremony of marriage by having the " tali,"
or marriage cord, tied round her neck, but this is not followed
by cohabitation. It is a mere formality, and simply sets her
at liberty to exercise and follow out her own inclinations in
more mature years. When arrived at a marriageable age
suitors present themselves, and the favoured individual offers
to the young woman a cloth and other presents, and either
resides with her or visits her at intervals in her brother's
house. This is called " mundu koduttu parppikka/' " giving
a cloth and residing together," and is the only practical sub-
stitute for marriage amongst these people. But this form
cannot be regarded as constituting marriage in any true
sense. It differs widely from the marriages of the Brahmans
and Shanars, inasmuch as tlie engagement is not binding
upon either party longer than they choose, and is readily
dissolved. The woman is at liberty to dismiss the man, or
the man to dismiss the woman, on very easy terms. A
settlement of accounts as to presents, expenses of marriage,
ornaments, &c., and a deed of separation, drawn up and
signed in the presence of four witnesses of the same caste,
completely dissolves this trivial connection. Many of these
alliances are of course continued throughout life, but great
evils result from the facilities afforded for change. Formerly,
too, it was common for Nair females, while residing at their
brother's house, to receive more than one visitor of the male
sex, nor is this altogether unknown at the present day.

In consequence of these peculiar customs the law of